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Calendar of Events
Feb 28-Mar 1 The Twelfth Annual TAC CAR SHOW, Parkway City Mall. Show

set-up is Thursday night, February 27. Be at the West entrance
of the mall at 8: 30 pm that evening; your help is needed. Also
plan on working the show as much as possible on Friday and Satur-
day. For details, contact Car Show Chairman Brian Godsy, 837-
3903, ext 326 days, 233-4811 (Athens) evenings. Don't miss the
fun of this kick-off event of the 1986 season!

March 8-9 TAC Rally School and Rally #1. For details, call TAC Rally
Chairman Lester Ross, 539-6262.

March 21-23 TAC Slalom and Performance Driving School. For details, call
TAC Slalom Chairman Joe Graham, 533 -0044.

April 6 TAC Slalom #1, old Huntsville airport.

April 13 TVR -SCCA Solo II #1, old Huntsville airport.

TAC - Twickenham Auto Club, Huntsville, Alabama.
TVR-SCCA - SCCA's Tennessee Valley Region, Huntsville, Alabama.
SCCA - Sports Car Club of America.

~

The TWICKENHAM AUTO CLUB meets on the first and third Thursdays
of each month at 7:30 pm. For meeting location and other information,
contact TAC Acting President Joe Graham, 3513 Hutchens Avenue SE,
Huntsville, Alabama 35801, phone 533 -0044. Visitors are always
welcome!

)i;ports Car Club of America's TENNESSEE VALLEY REGION meets
on the last Wednesday of each month; dinner 7:30 pm; meeting 8~00 prn ,
The February26 TVR -SCCA meeting will be held in the meeting room
of Mr. Gatti's, 4315 University Drive NW (between Jordan Lane and
the Sparkman Drive overpass). For further information, contact
TVR Regional Executive Chet Langley, 2814 Brett Road NW, Huntsville,
Alabama 35810, phone 852-1301. Visitors are always welcome!

r·----------------------------a

lThis issue of the INDEPENDENT /RACKET was printed courtesy of
TELEDYNE BROWN ENGINEERING in Huntsville's Cummings Research
Pi',rk •

•• l,' ••



TAC'S MEMBERSHIP AWARDS PROGRAM

The year 1985 was another of many fine years for TAC. The membership parti-
cipation in various club actin ties was very ~ood, and as a result a lar~e number
of reco~ni tion awards were made, the hif:hest beiD.i the Outstandi~ MemberAward
which went to President John E~lish. It was well-deserved recogru tion ~iven in
apprecia tion of a year of dedicated efforts, especially in reiard to preserYi~
a ~oodly part of the old Huntsville airport for TAC's and other sports car clubsl
slalom and slalom-related activities.

The next hi~hest r-ecogni. tion was the Superior MemberPlaqueo Ei~ht of these
were awarded: Jim Burruss, Rich Crowell, John E~lish, Brian Godsy, Chris Graham,
Joe Graham, Ken House and Grant Roberts.

TAGlsbroad membership support was shown in the fact that twenty-four Superior
Memberpatches were awardedo Besides those listed above, the followin~ received
patches: Stan Evans, Martin :rol~nn, Steve Hoelscher, Stan Hyde, Chet La~ley,
Rick Petitpas, Lisa P~~itpas, B. J. Robinson, Lester Ross, Dave Shollenber~er,
Lelia Vann and MUrrayW81ker.

On behalf of all of TAC's members, I want to con~atulate all the recipients
of the above awards and to express our appreciation of the extra efforts that you
put forth to help make nc the successful, active and (I'm proud to say) independent
car club that it is.

Herb Aderhold t Stan Evans
Jim Burruss Chris Graham
Annette Blunt Joe Graham
Bob Blunt Brian Godsy
Steve Brolliar Steve Hoelscher
Connie Clarke Ken House
John Clarke Stan Hyde
Rich Crowell Chet La~ley
John E~lish Andy Prince

Thanks to all of you for maki~ 1985 such a ~eat year for the Slalom Seriest
JOE GRAH.A.M

Grant Roberts
Lester Ross
Mark Rothermel
Dave Shollenber~er
Ken Shrider
Lelia Vann
Murray Walker
Charles Wri~ht

JOE GRAHAM

************************************************************************************~

SLALOM SERIES CHAMPIONSHIPS & WORKERS

Without benefit of any records research to back me up, I still say that 1985
was onecof the best slalom series that TAChas had for a while. The very lar~e

. -'tiU1'-nout-for the~Sla1om=schotTl-las-vyear~tne-S-tuaent-Sl.U1:)Iil tl;S-entTl.esO -was~.
the si~n of a ~eneral upturn in events participation throughout, the ten-event pro-
~ramo Co~ratulations to the followi~ class champions:

Class IV - Grant Roberts (in a tie-breaker win over Stan Hydel)
Class VI - Herb Aderholdt
Class VII - Ken House* (undefeated)
Class IX - Steve Brolliar (undefeated)
Class X - Chet La~ley
Class XI & Overall Champion - Mark Rothermel*
Class XII - John Clarke
Class XIII - Andy Prince*

*lirst year of participation

Slaloms canlt be conducted without workers, so it is appropriate that the
followin~ were recipients of TAC's Slalom Series 1985 patches:



The government of the City of Huntsville has shown once again
that it listens and responds to its citizens. In a time when
government at all levels often seems so distant and negative, our
recent e>~perience here at home is delightful'1.y refreshing.

The reference is, of course, to the recent threat to our
continued use of the old Huntsville airport for our sports car
activities. Let's first look back at our record of interaction with
the City of Huntsville.

After only sporadic use of the property following the relocation
of the municipal airport to the Jetplex, TAC approached the City in
1971 regarding regular use of the North end.

Rather than taking the easy way out and denying our request,
Mayor Joe Davis was immediately positive and aided in the resolution
of a potentially sticky conflict with the Association of Chiefs of
Police helicopter pilot school which was using the facility at that
time. The school was soon gone from the area (for unrelated reasons)
while TAC, TVR and T&CCC continued to enjoy one of the finest and
safest slalom facilities to be found anywhere.

The City continued to be supportive. When problems arose over
the directed relocation of the model airplane activities to the North
end, Assistant City Attorney Cantey Cooper went out of his way to meet
with representatives of the clubs and work out a solution.

Lying virtually in the heart of the city, very convenient to
- Memorial Parkway, it· was inevitable that this valuabJe property would

attract attention. Despite numerous proposals for private development
of the area, the City recognized its potential as a recreational
facility and began to develop it further along those lines.

The most recent threat began with the City's agreement to permit
the Huntsville Jaycees to use the North end of the old airport for
five weeks each year to prepare for and stage the annual fair and
carnival. The Jaycees had sold their previous fairground property to
developers of the Madison Square Mall and had purchased a new site in
Northwest Huntsville. Residents of that area strongly opposed having
the fair in their neighborhood, forcing the Jaycees to look elsewhere.
With its central location and large paved area, the old airport was
almost too natural. Our sports car clubs were concerned, but we were
willing to cooperate. The availability of the South end of the old
airport as an alternate slalom site, though less desirable for-our
purposes, made it possible for us to maintain our events schedule.
The five weeks granted to the Jaycees were right in the midst of our
active season of events.

Construction of the new baseball stadium just North of the old
runways displaced our activities to the South end for all of 1985, and
developments were beginning to close in on us from all sides. The
completely remodeled municipal golf course just South of the runways
will preclude our use of that area beginning in 1986. And in late
1985, we learned that the Jaycees were about to formally propose to
the City Council a long-term lease of the North end, under which they
would assume total control and proceed with substantial modifications
to the property. Although it became apparent that private discussions

(continued)



with certain City officials had already been held, our clubs had not
been consulted. Neither had the Parks and Recreation Department!'
which was in the process of assuming responsibility for the site.

Representatives of TAC, TVR and PCA were at that City Council
meeting and succeeded in delaying any formal agreement until a
"comprehensive" plan for use of the old airport could be drawn up by
Parks and Recreation. Given only four weeks to develop the plan,
Parks and Recreation clearly had its work cut out for it. In
retrospect, they handled the task with great skill and diplomacy,
carefully avoiding unmanageable mass meetings which might have turned
into unproductive confrontations. In the end, they created a plan
which fairly considered the needs of all recreational users of the
airport property.

Even following acceptance of the Parks and Recreation plan by the
City Council, further evolution has occurred. As it now stands, the
Jaycees public service facility will be constructed just West of the
main runway, leaving the North end unobstructed and perfectly suited
to our continued safe use. The City has replaced some pavement lost
to the baseball stadium parking area specifically for our use.

A few warts remain. With the loss of the South end as an
alternate site, the Jaycees~ control of the North end for five weeks
puts us temporarily out of business right in the midst of our active
season. In past practice, the area was rendered unsuitable for our
use for well in excess of five weeks due to the Jaycees~ laxity in
cleaning the area following the annual fair; we hope the five weeks
provi-sion -can-be- enf-ot""tec:r:-=r11l::!~1aJ""gear-a:rna~eefn:ch--C:u-tpararl er- to
the taxiway presents a safety hazard, but Parks and Recreation has
promised to work with us toward a safe solution. Finally, the
Jaycees~ construction adjacent to the runway may create temporary
conflicts, and there is still the chance for further evolution of the
plan.

Most important is that fact that our local sports car activities
have been recognized as legitimate recreational activities and
provided for in the City plan. This was accomplished by 15 years of
responsible and safe use of the facility by our clubs, by the combined
efforts of many club members to support our shared interests, and by a
wonderfully responsive City government.

Huntsville is truly a cosmopolitan city. I have personally
chosen to remain here, even in sparse times, because I think it~s a
great place to live. My faith has been rewarded time and again, and
my hat's off to the City of Huntsville!

::Sj~.;:::::---
***************************************************************************

NEW TAC SECRETARY
TACwelcomesJerianne Trammell to the office of TACSecretary. Jerianne volun-

teered and was elected to fill the unexpired term of Lelia Vann, whofelt she could
not continue to perform her duties with the excellence she had demonstrated. Lelia
resi~ned, citi~ increased job responsibilitieso We're sorry to lose Lelia, and we
are fortunate to have Jerianne as her enthusiastic successor.



TVR TRIVIA
The Area III convention in Myrtle Beach was quite a soiree.

The socials were great and we even took care of some business. At
the Canquet saturday night two TVR members came home with SEDIV
trophies. Steve Brolliar was 1st in C Stock for Solo II and I came
in 2nd in ITC in Solo I.

Most of the rules, regulations and schedules for Solo lis and
Solo II Divisionals are in this newsletter and Dave Shollenberger
has copies of the regional/national road racing schedule. Next years
convention will be hosted by the Alabama Region in Birmingham. With
the convention so close to us I hope a lot more of our members will
consider going next time. These conventions are NOT just for officers.
The seminars are for the competitors and you can voice your opinion
on how Solo I and Solo II divisionals are runand it does make a
difference. Trading information and ideas is another plus to the
seminars, we can come up with new ways to run events. Think about it!

January 18 was the TAC/TVR Year End Awards Party and TVR handed
out a number of awards including a new one. The Board had decided
to recognize service to TVR by a non-member with the presentation
of a years free membership in SCCA. Our first time winner and new
me m b e r i s f1 ark Rot her m e 1 • Con 9 rat u 1a t ion s , f',' ark ! TV R a 1 sop res e n t e d
Pewter trophy dishes in Appreciation to several non-members for their
help at our Solo II divisional. Congratulations to Ken and Dan Shrider
Mark Rothermel, and John English. Other trophies presented were:
TVR SOLO II SERIES CHAMPIONS DISTINGUISHED MEMBER AWARD

KEN HOUSE
i!IKE TUCKER
B.J. ROBINSON
CHET LANGLEY
!,IARK DETTER
DA,VID STEPHHlS
CHRIS GRAHM'l

RICH CROv!ELL
C H R I S G R A H At1
CHET LANGLEY
B.J. ROBINSON

tlO ST 0 UT STAN 0 IN G C 0 r~PET ITOR A CHI E V11E N T
AWARD CHRIS GRAHAM

AS
CS
CSL
DS
,c.S P
CSP
CSPL

CONGRATULATIONS TO ONE AND ALL!

In TVRls reaional Solo II series the rules will be about the
same for year ena awardtrophies; be a member by the third event and
still be a member by the last event. You must run three of the five
events for points to qualify for the championship.

According to SCCA we must now have two safety stewards at each
event and we need more people to be safety stewards. My safety
stewards instructors license is in the works and I will be able to
conduct seminars so that no one will have to go out of town to get
their logbook and license. Let me know if you are interested before
I corner vou on the subject!

TVR ~ould like to welcome our new members, Don Anderson (FC)
and Louis Barraza (FF). Give lem hell, guys!

Do n t t f o r o e t the car s how Feb 28-i'larch 1 and the monthly meeting
Feb 26 at llr, Gatti IS on University Drive.

CHRIS GRAHAf':1



1986 SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION SOLO I SCHEDULE
01/24/86

March 22-23 Bronson Field Solo I, Gulf Coast Region
Pensacol~ Florida

April 25-26-27 Chimney Rock Hillclimb - Central Carolina Region
Chimney Rock, North Carolina

May 18 Sebring Solo I - Central Florida Region (Sunday)
Sebring, Florida

May 24-25 Wiregrass Region Solo I - Hunt Field
Dothan, Alabama

June 7-8 Roebling Road Solo I - South Carolina Region
Savannah, Georgia

July 12-13 Road Atlanta Solo I -Atlanta Region

August 17 Charlotte Motor Speedway Solo I - Central Carolinas Region (Sunday)
Charlotte

September 20-21 Grand Father's Mountain Hillclimb - North Carolina Region
Bone, North Carolina

October 4-5 Bainbridge Industrial Site Solo I - Wiregrass Region
Bainbridge, Georgia

Nn.y..emher.J-2 PilQLMo_untain~llclimh~--Hot:th_Ca~oLi.na Re.gLon c-- ~o BE AJlEROVED _
near Winston-Salem, North Carolina

1986 SOLO I SERIES RULES:

November 22 Sebring Solo I - Central Florida Region (Saturday)

1) Have a Solo I SCCA license (issued by the SEDIV).
2) Five events may count for points. (Note: All points count towards TOPS Trophy)
3) Drivers must compete in at least 3 events.
4) Must have competition in CLASS in at least one (1) event or compete in 5 events.
5) End of Year trophies will be awarded to the Champion in each CLASS that has met

the rules. (If competition warrants. additional trophies will be awarded by class
- be at Area III Convention to pick up trophies.)

6) Points are awarded by CLASS as follows:
1st - 9 points
2nd - 6 points
3rd - 4 points Points will be awarded only to SEDIV Solo I license holders
4th - 3 points
5th 2 points

6th -? - 1 point
7) Protests - Please continue to settle them among yourselves - rules will be followed!

Wanda Kirkham, SEDIV Solo I Steward, SCCA
1417-15th St. East, Apt. B, Tuscaloosa, AL 35404
205-345-8717 (work until July 1986) 205-553-3714 (home)



1986 SOLO II DIVISIONAL RULES AND PROCEDURE

* The Divisional Procedure must be printed in the supplementary
rules for each SEDIV Solo II event.

* Event trophies will be awarded of a basis of one trophy per
three entrants.

* Divisional points will be awarded based on the following
schedule for each event and accumulated for the year:

First 9 Points
Fourth 3 Points

Second 6 Points
Fifth 2 Points

Third 4 Points
Sixth on 1 Point

* The participation requirement is that a driver must run in
two (2) events. The top three finishes will count toward division
points.

* Divisional trophies will be presented to champions and
runner-up drivers provided they have satisfied the participation
requirement. Ties will be broken for first place only by the time
difference of head-up competition.

* Qualifying for the solo II National Championship will be the
participation in only one Divisional event. Written notice of the
qualifiers will be sent to the national host region by the SOLO
II steward. Contact the Solo II steward if you must compete in a
divisional outside of our division due to date conflicts.

* An annual divisional award (TOPS-Total of Points) will be
_made _to the region that has the highest p~~entage of success
based on participation. This will be the total number of final
qualifying divisional places 1-3 versus the total participants
for a region. This will allow all regions an opportunity to earn
the award and not just the large regions.

* All divisional awards will be made at the annual AREA III
meeting. All winners are encouraged to attend the meeting or to
have a person from your region to pick up the award.

1986 Divisionals:
May 17 Sebring
May 18 (Solo I)

CF/FLA Danny Shields 813-681-5378(H)
813-228-4111(W)

Al Wicht 305-583-7671

June 29 Dothan WG Ri6hard McCabe 205-255-3203(W)
205-3,47-2457 (H )

July 27
July 26

Aug 16
Aug 17

Macon MG
(Regional)

Charlotte CC
(Solo I)

Joel Simmons 912-743-6773(W)
912-477-5073(H)

704-373-3461(W)
704-542-3599(H)

Floyd Bryant

Should there be any questions, please contact me:

Roy Herring
SEDIV Solo II Steward
2584 River Oak Dr
Decatur Ga 30033
404-634-4671 (Home)



OTHER SCCA SOLO NEWS:

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------,

SOLO II
Listed below are new cars classified for 1986. The
Solo Events Board would like members input, because
they have one year to adjust any of these car classifi-
cations.
o 1986 Honda Civic SI in D Stock
o 1986 Honda Prelude SI in B Stock
o 1986 Mazda 626 Turbo in G Stock
o 1986 Honda Accord 2.0 in G Stock
o 1986 Chevrolet Sprint in B Stock
o 1986 Chevrolet Spectrua in H Stock
o '1986 Chevrolet Nova in B Stock
o 1986 Mazda 323 iD B Stock
o 1986 Mazda RX-7 (all Non-Turbos) in C Stock
o 1986 Toyota Celica (twiD-caa) in B Stock

SOLO I

NEW
I
II
III
IV
V
VI
VII
VIII

PROPOSED GROUPINGS
SP-FA-FC-ASR
FF-CSR-S2000
F440-FV-SRENAULT
GTI-GT2-GT3
EP-FP-GT5-DSR
GP-HP-GT4
SSA-SSB-SSC-SSGT
ITA-ITB-ITC-ITGT

***********************************************************************************

YEAR END AWARDS PARTY

The TACjTVR Year End Awards Party was quite a banquet and a
good time was had b v all. TAC and TVR owe a big "THAlJK YOU" toB.J. Robinson for her hospitality.

Plans are currently in the works for the slalom school party
and the return of the summer picnic. The hardest part to gettinq
any party going is a place to have it. If you'd be willing to h~st
a party or know of an apartment clubhouse where we could have one-, plea s-e 1et _me_ kn ow., _~__ _ _ _ __ ~ __

Again, thanks to B.J. and we'll see you at the slalom schoolpa rty.
CHRIS GRAHAr·1

ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE CHAIRMA~
********************************************************************************

ATTENTION TAC MEMBERS

Forgotten to pay your 1986 dues? TAC's mailing list must be purged soon.
Dues are only $10.00 for s ing Ie membership; $13.00 for family membership.
Corne to the next TAC meeting and pay them, or use the handy tear-off form
below to mail them in. Don't mis s the fun and camarade rie in '861

Enclosed are my 1986 due sr ( ) $10.00 Single (') $13.00 Family
The following information is provided to update the TAC Membe rship List:

NAME(S) _

ADDRESS ------------------------------------------------------------
CITY, STATE, ZIP _

HOME PHONE WORK PHONE----------------------- ------------
MAIL TO: B. J. Robinson, TAC Treasurer

4103 Talwell Drive SW
Huntsville, Alabama 35805



APPEAL
In mid-1984, a young British amateur race car driver went airborne and flipped

his PHSFormula Ford. '!he car's roll bar broke loose just above the di~onal braces
and the driver, SimonFrostdick, suffered a broken neck. Totally disabled in his
mid-twenties, Simonbegan the 10Di process of adjustment and rehabilitation to achieve
as muchindependence as possible in his condition.

In spite of his horrible accident, Simonhas not turned a~ainst racin~ as a sport.
His friends solicited support from others in the form of letters. Joe MOrris, a mem-
ber of Britain's 750 MOtorClub, has written to Simon, and so has Joe Byrd. Simon's
replies are sometimes 10Di in comi~ -- an understandable problem - but both Joe and
Joe have received responses. Joe Morris offers this latest letter and urges others
in our clubs to correspond with Simon:

******
lOth December1985

Dear Joe,
Thanksso muchfor your manyletters over the last year or so, I do appreciate

it and must apoloe-ise for not writiDi to you sooner, it's always interestiDi to
hear your news. Fromwhat I ~ather racine- in the States is more expensive than it
is here, altho~h it is always difficult to appreciate exactly what thiDis are worth
when100kiDi at the prices in iLutosport. I've sold both my PHSRHOls(in various
states of repair) and engane and box to a friend of mine, he used to mechanic/team
manaie with one of my friends, Derek Simpson, whoran a "2000 and this year a
'!hundersports in the B class, arJ3W8.ythis chap, Steve Youne-,is ioiDi to build up
one car around the better chassis, (with a modified and redesiined roll-hoop) and
use the other for spares, he hopes to hire this car out in our IT championships for
older/Simpler cars, i.e. 74-78 FF and FormulaE (which only started this year) and
caters for cars with outboard suspension only. I hope he is successful, in 1982
wen I ~s rU"l.n-l!:g a SARK2Bin J'F I hi.red out the PHS(which I'd bougrrt in 81) to
a school teacher for a few races and test sessions, but found runnini two cars too
demandf.ngon time with worldDi as well. Addedto which I wrote off the Sark in a
rather extensive end over end accident later that year, so had to revert to the PHS
myself, incidentally Autosport described the accident as MOnumental!perhaps I
should have stopped theno••

Since leaviDi Stoke Mandeville in MarchI've been liviDi with myparents, here
in Suffolk, I've had a numberof medical problems which have hindered and restricted
me, in fact I've e-ot to iO back to Stoke for some tests next Tuesday, hopefully
they'll find somethi~ out. I'm paralysed from the shoulder blades down, Tetrap1ee-ic/
Qua,drapleiic C6, I have someuse of ~ arms and wrists and ~ hands are usable altho~h
I can't movemy fiDiers or thumbs.

I amdrivine- a modified Vauxhall Astra automatic and nowhave to build up the
distances, I have to take a driviDi test next March. Getti~ in and out proves the
e-reatest problem and really I think a van mayprove to be the most independent solu-
tion, in the 10Di run, as with a lift I would be able to e-et in and. transfer to the
driver's seat in the dry.

I amhopi~ to moveback to Leicestershire where I used to live, if I can
orianise the relevant care and accommodationet., all my friends live there and I
would be able to ie t on with put tiIJi someof my ideas in to prac tice.

IV youne-erbrother and.sister are comiDiup for Christmas, which should be
pleasant, I hope you and your family have a iood Christmas.

1Lll the best,
Simon

* ,if * * * * *
Simon's address is: SimonFrostdick

Kirton Rectory
Kirton, IpSwich, Suffolk
IPIO OPT
EDiland



fallen lug nuts. Corvette guys had
t r a I Le r s wit h six wheeL s an d to we d
them with brand-new extended cab white
pic k u p t r u c k s wit h mor e c h e c k ere d
flags and stars & stripes on them.
The t r e i l e r s had overhead t ire racks
wit h t ire s that we r e e XaC t l y 4 t : mes
as wid e as the y I,...'er eta l l. Th e set ire s
cost $600 aP i ece and last ed on l y one
p r ac t ice s e s s i on be fore be i ns torn to
bit s by raw tor ou e •

THE CORVETTE RACER
A Sprite driver's view, from a safe distance.

By Peter Egan

To those of us who raced our dlm-
in u It i ve H Pr 0 d u c t ion Sp rite s an d s I m-
i l e.r l y h igh-p itched cars In Pl t d ue s t
Counc i land SCCA reg i o n e I s , Ccrvet t e
d r i ve r s were e.I ways a breed apad. We
spent many weekends Pitted next to
Cor ve t t e teams, adjust i ng our pat het i c
tiny Aust in ve I ves or per form i ng some
o t her Jewe l er 's c h o r e on our bad eyes,
wat ch i n s these f i b e r s l aSS behemot hs
out 0 f the cor n e r 0 f 0 n e co l Le c t i ve
eye (we d i dn ' t have t he nerve to s t are
with both eyes), Corvette drivers and
Sprite drivers didn't mix much, except
to borrow the occasional strand of
s a f e t y w ire 0 r h a l fro L l 0 f du c t t ap e
f r 0 m 0 n e an 0 the r, but ash 0 r t e.se 0 f
i n f or me.t ion and personal contact did
not prevent us from forming some well
developed stereotypes and general iza-
t ions.

We k n e u a few) hi n s-s about Car-ve tt e - 9 U)lS : ---:=--

Corvettes always seemed to be
raced by drivers who had crew cuts
Long after everyone eLse in the club
looked like Geo·rge Her r ison. You got
the fee l in 9 that i f the y wer e n 't d r I v-
ing Corvettes, they'd be dropping you
for 50 pushups at Camp Lejeune or
chew i ng Copenhagen wit hout t ak I ns It
out of the can. Corvette guys drove
in b l ac k WeL L Ins ton boo t s wh I Lee ve r y-
one else wore effete moccasins or
Nomex boot les. They wore open-faced
helmets with no visors so everyone
co u l d see the m s cow l. Whe n the y
dressed up to go out at n Isht they
wore white nylon windbreakers, white
pan t s, Go0 dye arc ap s wit h the v Iso r s
pu l Led down over t he eyes and at least
one e r t t c l e of clothing with stars &
s t rip e s 0 r c r 0 s s e d c h e c k ere d flag son
it, and they always went out for pizza
and beer In a place with bright neon
light s •

Corvette drivers adjusted their
pOints with air wrenches and their pit
men we res 0 met I mes c r u ~he d t 0 de at h by

Corvette drivers never asked any
qu est ion sat d rive r 's mee tin 9 s •

when a Cor vc t t e d r i ver s t art ed his
e ns i ne t he smoke and no iSE came out 0 f
side pipes the size of storm sewers,
an d the e xh e.us t p u l s est hr e w l a r 9 e
chunks 0 f grave Land blew your tent
down, when these e n s i nes b l e u up or,
the t r e c k, the con c u s s ion and coo l an t
s pray l eft corner workers d rip p : n 9 and

-~crazeu~-fo-'-(- hou7's=-:- It a Torvetn~ t r.r e u
a 10 d t h r 0 u 9 hit s sump, the res u it: n 9
oil SPill would make your Sprite go
~ackwards through Tu,n 3 for the rest
of the season.

Every Corvet t e dr i ver had at least
one gold tooth. Corvette dr t ve r s made
the I r mon e y In cat t l e 0 r 0 i l, 0 I e l s e
t hey owned more than one gas st at Ion
and po. I d men named Flank t a run it +o r
them. Corvette drivers themseLves had
names like Bad or Chuck or Bob, and
the i r Last names were usuall y Johnson,
They always had TexaS Jet pilot aC-
cents even If they were f,om Michi-
gan's Upper Peninsula.

Corvet t e d r I vers used h ac k s e.us to set
their camber and had tool chests where
each tool occupied a whole drawer. The
so c k e t sat the sma l Len d 0 f the: r so c-
k e t set s s tar t e d at 1 1/4 In. an d wen t
upwards to sizes that frightened [at-
e r p l l l a r mec h an i c s. Be t wee n r e.ce s ,
Corvette drivers arc-welded things to
the l r c h es s Is In a shower of sparks.
When a Corvette driver Jacked up his
car. he d Idn 't so much l I it the car ,as
push the e e r t h away from It.

(continued)



THE CORVETTE RACER, continued

Male Corvette drivers had blonde
wives who chain-smoked and had cattle
ran c h t an s an d pal e b l u e eye s, wh I l e
women Corvette drivers were always
sin 9 l e be c au set hey co u l d n 't fin d an y-
ony who was man enough to marry them.
Corvette drivers never lit their cig-
ars. They Just c h e ue d them flat and
wal ked around the pit s unt i l t hey saw
the front suspension on a Lotus Seven
o r the en gin e I n a Sp r i t e, Th e nth e y
t h r e w the fl at, we t c I gar son the
ground in disgust.

Co r ve t t e d r Ivers used approximately
100 gal l 0 n s 0 f Un ion 76 lac in 9 gas 0 n
every lap and had gOvernment surplus
f u e l c ell s fr 0 mar mored ve h i c l e s • Wh i l e
those of us in Sprites. Midgets and
Sp: t f i yes had to DRlU[ from one end 0 f
the main straight to another. Corvette
d I i Vel S simp l y LAUNCHED t Iie ms e l ve sin
C\ 9 I eat be i c h 0 f po we r an d l an d e d at
the o t her end on +o u r smok i ng t : res.

I
Corvette drivers drove on a much shor-
t e r t r e,c k than we did, an d the I r Plt-
boa r d s f l e w by l I kef as t b all s an d we r e
Impossible for the human eye to read.
wh lie we had the time to examine the
small pr t n t on the race marshal's bad-
gel It t ere d ve s t •

when Corvette d r Ivers massed on the
s t art I n s s r I d for t he A and B Pyoduc-
t Ion races at Elkhart Lake, the an-
n o u n c e r used to say, "La d ies and Gen-
t l e men , It: s time t 0 s h e.ke the dew 0 f f
the lillies,' He d l d n "f say that be-
tore the ot hey races. because not hi n s
e l set h u n del ed, I u mb led an d s h 0 0 k the
910und quite the same way.

Not even Spy it e.s .

Re p r in t e d fr 0 m Mar c!'l '83 : s sue 0 t CAR
& DRIUER magaz:ne. Subm:tted by Don
Tr e.mme l ] .

WANT ADS

FORSALE: Raci~ slicks- 7 GoodyearEa~le 2Ox6-l3, 2 GoodyearE~le 20x7.5-l3,
2 M&H20x7-l3 -- best offer. Car trailer, suitable for Sprites, formula cars or
similar, includes mountedspare -- $250 as is. Antique Walker floor jack, 5 feet
lODi, 3-foot handle, 2-ton capacity -- best offer. Call David Herri~, 830-6775.

FORS..A.I.E:1979 Olds Re~ency 98 4-door, 403 cu. in. ell4line, excellent condition,
crushed velour interior, like new tires, ~ood paint, ~ood body (except dented ri~ht
front fender, cruise control, electric mirrors, windowsand seat, stereo, approx.
75,000 miles. $2,000.

1973 Chevrolet 3/4-ton van with 350 cu. in. e~ine and dual exhaust system,
body in excellent condi tion, ~ wheels with new tires, dash and interior in ~ood
condition but needs seat covers, low milea~e, with all papers and records. $1,850.

Call Gre~ Graham,883-7892.

WANT'ID BUY: Full-size Chevypickup, ell4line and transmission condition unimportant
(can be broken) but body and electrics should be in good condition. Call Gre~
Graham,883-7892.

WAN'lED: OneGMplain steel wheel, l5-inch with 5-l~, 4 3/ 4-inch bolt circle,
preferably with usable tire, cheapl Needed for car trailer spare. Call Jim
Burruss, 837-2007.


